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     This is my first attempt at a column and as you will all soon find out I 
am not a writer. Be patient with me and suffer through my ramblings and 
maybe the message will get through.  
      First of all I think we all owe Steve Brown a big thank you. He led the 
club through a very tumultuous 7 years. Steve- relax, enjoy and just come 
out to fly for a while! 
     A big thank you to those that have helped get the new irrigation system 
finished. There still is more work to do so I think the new Field Marshal 
(Kimo) will be calling some work parties for the spring to finish filling the 
trenches and level some of the grass areas. A little “sweat equity” is always 
a great time. You don’t have to be “Joe Studly” to help; just come out and 
do what you can. 
     I have been a member of this club for many years so I am not a new 
member but I think I am a recharged member. Our club has done many 
great things over the years and we have a great facility and membership to 
show for it. I think we have gotten a little complacent though. For any 
organization to be healthy it needs to continue to grow and evolve. To 
promote this I think we need to introduce some new ideas and events.  
     The first thing that I think we should do is Community Outreach. We 
are known to the Park District and the AMA community as a great 
organization, but the general community around us knows very little about 
us. We need to go outside of our Home Field and promote ourselves. I 
think Mall Shows, special event booths and community service projects are 
needed. We need to become a part  of the community not just reside in it. 
A little outreach by us now will be paid back tenfold later if we need 
support. 
     The next thing is to become an AMA Leader club. This will really be 
incorporated in the previous idea as it is central to the AMA Leader club 
philosophy. We need to promote the hobby and ourselves and encourage 
new members to join. I don’t think we will get the teenage crowd (you 
can’t combat the basic hormones of that age) but the thirty-somethings 
looking for an outlet other than work are a resource. We are a club of 200 
members. If each of us spends an hour a month we can accomplish a lot.  
     I hope everyone had a great Holiday. In the words of Patrick Swayze in 
Roadhouse “Be Nice”                                               … John Bigwood 
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DO YOU HAVE A VALID AMA CARD? 

 
Remember:   Our By-Laws and the County of Sacramento require a current AMA Card to fly at the 
S.A.M. site.  Also did you know that your current status as a member requires a valid AMA 
card?   If you do not have a current AMA Card in your possession or proof in the form of a fax or e-
mail from AMA, do not fly .  If you fly without AMA membership, you will be in violation of our rules 
and may be suspended from flying at the S.A.M. site.  Contact the AMA at 1-800-435-9262  for 
membership when paying via credit card. 
 

 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS 
 
Are you new to R/C flying? Or perhaps you need to brush up or even just want to talk with one of 
our “Pro’s.”  SAM’s corps of Flight Instructors stands ready to help you.  You will usually find at 
least one of them at the flying site on Tuesday or Fridays.  You may call Jim Lichtenberg  our 
Flight Instructor Coordinator at 916-681-5335 or e-mail at rcflyer999@comcast.net and he will 
arrange for the assistance you need.  If Jim  is not available, you can contact the Assistant Flight 
Instructor Coordinator, Ron Davies  at 916-682-7902.  Or you can call our flight instructors directly. 
 

 SAM-Antics SUBMITTALS  
.Deadline for submissions to the  SAM 
Antics is the 27th of each month.  Please  
send articles as Word text or as text in 
an email to tank4an@surewest.net. 
Submittals may be edited for content and 
length. 

Welcome New and Rejoining 
Members ! 

 

 Happy 2010 to all the 
Returning SAM members  

 
 
 
 



 
YS PARTS AND SERVICE                                 GOLD COUNTRY ACE 
                                                                                  HARDWARE & HOBBIES 
1370 Porter Drive                                                           4121 Cameron Park Dr. 
Minden, Nevada 89423                                                     Cameron Park, CA 
(775) 267-9252   FAX (775) 267-9690                                (530) 677-4417 
ysperf@charter.net 
www.YSPartsandService.com 
 
 

R/C Country Hobbies                                                             D o w n t o w n  R / C   H o b b i e s 

The Hobby Shop                                                                                1340 Grass Valley Hwy        
Folsom Blvd.                                                                                             Auburn                              
Sacramento CA                                                                                            (530) 889-2139               
(916) 731-5868                                                                                             Shop 24/7  

               
www.downtownhobbies.com               

 
 

REMOTE CONTROL HOBBIES 
731 Pleasant Grove Blvd., Suite 180 

Roseville, CA 95678 
(916) 783-2800 

www.rc-hobbies.com 
 

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT S.A.M. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Board Meeting               Espanol Restaurant         8:25 PM               December 02, 2009 

 
Meeting was called to order by President Steve Brown at the time and place written above. 
Present were Steve Brown, Bob Fallon, Jerry Votaw, Tim Sorenson, Dick Weston, Bob Gully, Rodger 
Cady, Mike Miller, and John Bigwood.   
President Steve Brown declared a quorum was present and business could be conducted. 
Motion made by Mike Miller to waive reading minutes of previous meeting and approve as printed in 
newsletter, Bob Gully seconded, motion passed. 
New Business:  
Motions were made, seconded, and passed for board positions to be filled as follows in 2010:  Bob Fallon 
(Vice President), Jerry Votaw (Treasurer), Tim Sorenson (Secretary), Dick Weston (Membership 
Director), Bob Gully (Safety Officer), Mike Miller (Events Director), and Tom Richardi (Publicity 
Director).  Other positions also filled:  Kimo Dias (Field Marshall) and John Bigwood (President). 
Mike Miller stood to acknowledge outgoing President Steve Brown and the excellent job he has done the 
past six years.   
No further business was discussed and the meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tim Sorenson 
Secretary  

 
 

 
 

JANUARY SPECIAL  
 

This month only, SAM will meet on Friday, January 15th.  As in the past, we will meet 
in S.M.U.D.’s administration building, the one with the statues in front.  After 
January, meetings will be on the second Thursday of the month.  Meetings start at 
7:30 pm. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
 

As of January 1, 2010 membership dues are $65.00.  Please send your dues to 
our mailing address below.  Make checks payable to S.A.M.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Dick Weston (Membership Director) at (916) 525-
1849. 
 
 

Sacramento Area Modelers 
P.O. Box 292274 

Sacramento, CA 95829 
 

 



 
 

The Welcoming Hand 
 

          Five years ago I found the SAM field just four miles from my home with the help of my neighbor, 
who watched me learning to fly my cheap 2 and 3 channel electric park flyers around my field, sometimes 
landing on his roof.  On arrival at the SAM field, this guy with a pony tail, scruffy beard, and khaki pants 
introduces himself, welcomes me, shows me around, introduces me to members, tells me about the 
membership, and demonstrates a flight with his spiffy Kadet trainer.  Later, with AMA card in hand, I 
show up and he encourages me while I fly and crash land my taped and bashed up park flyers, as expert 
RC pilots with gleaming warbirds and flawless aerobatic planes look on with dismay.  
         Months go by and as my crash landing mayhem continues, I begin to hear cat-calls from the pits, 
“get that junk off the runway” and “Sorenson, get a real plane”, but my new friend just smiles and says 
“you’re doing great”.  As time goes by he suggests a good trainer to buy, helps me find a suitable 
instructor, and I buddy box with my first 4 channel glow powered trainer.  Now, other modelers begin to 
see how I’ve become more serious, and lend in with advice and some used equipment.  My crashing 
continues and my friend suggests that I’m improving, and that I should “practice maneuvers 3 mistakes 
high” or “try 4 or 5 flights instead of 10 or 12”.    
          Of course we all know him as Biff, Browny, El Presidente, etc., but Steve Brown is more than that 
to a lot of us first time flyers, visitors, relocating modelers, and other aficionados of the hobby. Always 
well spoken, curious, and inquisitive about the needs of his RC ‘family’, he is a welcoming hand, a 
friendly face, one of the best representatives of the RC hobby and the SAM club I have known, and part of 
the reason I joined and stayed as a member.  There are many long time members at our club just like 
Steve, but I think Steve should know just how much many of us appreciate and respect the job he has done 
as club president.  As Steve would say, “thanks, buddy”. 
-Tim Sorenson                                                                                                                                                    
11/20/09 

 
 

FOR SALE 

 
My failing health makes it necessary to sell off some of my "treasured" R/C models. If you would like to 
see any of them call me at 916-393-1525. 
  
World Models clipped wing Cub 
Saito 130Twin, on board Glo system, all servos, Dubro Cub wheels, scale landing gear, receiver ready. 
Flys great! - $500 
  
Sig CAP 231EX, O.S.160, All servos, receiver ready - $450 
  
G-Shark, US 41 Gasser, all servos, receiver ready - $500 
  
G-Shark, partially built, Quadra 52EI, - $400 
  
Super Hots, OS 61x, all servos (My most favorite airplane of all times!) - $300 
 

Phil Heller 
 

916-393-1525 
 

 



 
  

 
 

 
NO MORE MAILOUTS! 

At the November meeting of SAM’s Board of Directors, it was decided to stop mailing copies of the 
newsletter to members.    The newsletter will still be available as an attachment to an e-mail message and it 
will also be posted on the club’s website.  A limited number of copies will also be left at the field.  Contact 
Frank Tanforan at tank4an@surewest.net  if you need to receive the newsletter via e-mail.  

 

SAM CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

  JANUARY  
              1      New Years Day 
                  
            15      Club meeting, 7:30 PM at S.M.U.D. 
            18      Martin Luther King Holiday 
                  

     Check the website for other scheduled events throughout California! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
  
  
 
 

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS 
P.O. BOX 292274 

Sacramento CA  95829 
SAM is on the WEB 

www.sacramento-rc-flyers.org 

SACRAMENTO AREA MODELERS MONTHLY MEETING  
For 2010, the general meetings will be held on the second Thursday of each month at the 
S.M.U.D. administration building, the one with the statues in front, except for January .  The 
January meeting will be on the second Friday, Janua ry 15 th .  Meeting time is 7:30 PM.   Plan 
to attend.   


